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Support the causes you care about most by creating a lasting legacy 
with the Jewish Federation of Cleveland. The Federation’s Legacy Society 
members help ensure the future of our Jewish Community. 

To learn more about the Legacy Society program and how you can be 
part of this community-wide effort, reach out to Brian Freedman at 
bfreedman@jewishcleveland.org or 216-593-2835.

You will make a meaningful and lasting impact in 
Jewish Cleveland with a gift through your will, trust, 

retirement account, or life insurance policy.

jewishcleveland.org/legacy

LEGACY SOCIETY
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A message from

  DANIEL N. ZELMAN and 
  ERIKA B. RUDIN-LURIA

When Hamas terrorists brutally attacked Israel on October 

7, 2023, Jewish Cleveland was able to respond immediately 

– thanks, in part, to the visionary leadership, passionate 

commitment, and generous support of the generations who 

came before us. Not only did they lay the foundation for our 

strong and vibrant local community, but they also helped to 

create the sturdy safety net we depend upon in troubled times.

Just as the depth and range of services we support in Cleveland, 

Israel, and around the world have been shaped by previous 

generations, so too will our actions today impact the lives of 

the generations that follow. Through the generosity of selfless 

community members like you who have endowed funds with 

Federation, future generations will be well-equipped to create 

innovative programs based on evolving needs, live Jewishly 

without fear, and continue to care for the most vulnerable in 

our community. 

On behalf of all those you help today with your annual gift and 

all those you will help by creating your own Jewish legacy with 

permanent endowment commitments, thank you. Because of 

you, we are able to build a stronger Jewish future and continue 

to be HERE FOR GOOD. 

Daniel N. Zelman	 Erika B. Rudin-Luria

Board Chair	 President

Every day since October 7, 2023, our Jewish 

Cleveland community has demonstrated an 

unwavering commitment to the people of Israel 

by delivering immediate help and hope for the 

future. 

As news of the terrorist attacks that day 

reached our community, the Jewish Federation 

of Cleveland leapt into action, quickly creating 

our community’s Israel Emergency Campaign 

to support Israel in this time of crisis. Our 

Endowment Fund Committee and Board of 

Trustees quickly allocated funds from the 

unrestricted endowment to help support victims 

of terror, assist with evacuations, rebuild damaged 

infrastructure, provide temporary housing, and 

address the unprecedented levels of trauma 

caused by these horrific attacks. Together, our 

community has raised and distributed more than 

$33 million – and counting. 

In January 2024, the Federation expanded upon 

our community’s Israel emergency response 

efforts by establishing a new partnership with 

Kibbutz Kissufim, one of the 22 communities in 

the Gaza Envelope that was attacked on October 7.  

The partnership was facilitated by the Jewish 

Agency for Israel’s expansion of its Partnership 

Communities2Gether program to connect 

Diaspora Jewish communities with the most 

devastated Israeli communities in the south.

Cleveland Stands with
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Kibbutz Kissufim was established in 1951 by members of 

youth movements from the United States and South America. 

Situated in the northwestern Negev desert in southern Israel, 

the kibbutz is located about 1.5 miles from the Gaza border. 

The main income for the kibbutz is derived from agriculture, 

including dairy and poultry farming, citrus groves, and an 

avocado orchard. 

As a multigenerational community, Kissufim is guided by the 

values of cooperation, equality, and democracy. Many members 

were “peaceniks” who believed in 

a shared society and helped their 

Gazan neighbors. Since then, the 

Kissufim community was evacuated 

to a hotel complex at the Dead Sea 

and in August 2024, they began 

moving into temporary residences in 

Omer, outside of Beersheba to create 

a Kissufim neighborhood. After living 

in a hotel for 11 months and all the 

tension that has caused, moving to 

temporary housing is a huge step in 

the community’s recovery.

The Kissufim community is working to understand their 

needs and together the Jewish Federation and the Kissufim 

community are determining the unique role the Federation can 

play without duplicating efforts. 

For example, the residents of Kibbutz Kissufim expressed 

interest in having their teens travel to a Jewish summer camp 

abroad for respite, rehabilitation, and Jewish connection. Teens 

wanted the chance to play outside, meet other teens, and 

have a carefree summer. Thanks to generous Cleveland 

donors, sixteen teens from Kibbutz Kissufim traveled to 

the United States and participated in a summer camp 

experience – ten teens were at Camp Wise and six at a 

camp in New York. This experience provided each teen 

the opportunity to reinforce their resilience, reestablish 

their social connections, and regain confidence and self-

esteem.

In addition, as the Kissufim community is settling 

in Omer, they have asked for help integrating the 

children from the kibbutz into their new school 

system, and supporting their recovery from the 

trauma of October 7. Based on these needs, we have enlisted 

our long-time partner Youth Futures, a national organization 

that offers support, guidance, and targeted intervention to 

disadvantaged Israeli families through the activities of trained, 

professional mentors. Through Youth Futures we aim to bring 

three full-time mentors to help all the children from the 

kibbutz process their trauma, be a source of support and advice 

to parents, and guide them in accessing other community 

resources to help their family.

Jared Miller, chair of the 

Kibbutz Kissufim partnership 

Subcommittee of the Overseas 

Connections Committee (OCC) 

shared, “It has been a privilege 

to connect and develop strong 

relationships with the people 

of Kissufim, and our hearts 

and minds are with them. We 

know that it will take time 

to rebuild their community, 

but we have been helpful 

with their emotional well-being, local leadership, providing 

professionals for informal education and social frameworks for 

their youth. Cleveland intends to be there for the long haul.” 

Drawing upon the Jewish Federation of Cleveland’s experience 

in our sister community of Beit Shean/Valley of Springs for 

30 years, this new partnership will bring both Cleveland and 

Kibbutz Kissufim together to work towards a future of healing 

and rebuilding.

Israel and with Kibbutz Kissufim

Barry Feldman enjoying a day at Camp Wise with teens from 
Kibbutz Kissufim

Far left: One year commemoration event for October 7

Left: Lee Kohrman and Ella Caspi speaking with teens from 
Kibbutz Kissufim
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Jewish Cleveland has a strong tradition of supporting 

education through providing scholarships to those in need.  

In fact, one of the oldest known legacy gifts to the Jewish 

Federation of Cleveland was a bequest from the estate of 

Mrs. H. Black, who left an endowment gift to “aid deserving 

students in their higher education.” This bequest, among many 

others, provided core support for lower- and middle-income 

Jews to enroll in higher education. Starting in 1905, the Jewish 

Educational Loan Committee began distributing these grants to 

eligible students. 

One donation to the scholarship program was a surprise 

bequest received in 1988 from Mortimer Max Weisberg. Mr. 

Weisberg owned and 

ran Weisberg and Co., 

a manufacturer and 

wholesaler of meat 

products, for 60 years. 

Upon his passing in 1986, 

Mortimer left instructions 

for both an unrestricted 

bequest to the Jewish 

Federation of Cleveland 

as well as leaving the remainder of a charitable trust for 

the purpose of supporting “needy and worthy students in 

undergraduate and graduate studies.” At the same time, Maurice 

Friedman was working with the Federation to create the Sadie 

and Maurice Friedman Endowment Fund for Jewish Welfare to 

endow $8.5 million for various causes, one of which was college 

scholarships. Together, these gifts helped significantly expand 

the College Financial Aid Program – all of which contributed to 

the robust program that exists today.

Today, all scholarships supporting Jewish students are 

consolidated and managed under the auspices of the Jewish 

Family Service Association of Cleveland (JFSA). The College 

“I am currently chief resident in plastic & 
reconstructive surgery at Cleveland Clinic and 
will finish my six years of training in June. I plan 
to practice in Cleveland with a focus on cosmetic 
and reconstructive surgery. With the length of 
training and schooling, it is a huge investment 
to become a physician, and JFSA has definitely 
helped me get there.”

~ Morgan Fish

Scholarships are awarded in competition with other students who have met application 

requirements. Some scholarships are renewable. Grants and loans are based on need and 

available funds. Funds are intended to be used toward tuition and education expenses.  

All students must reapply each year.

JFSA administers scholarships, grants, and interest-free loans to students in the 
greater Cleveland area enrolled in accredited institutions of higher education. 

For details, call 216.378.3429

College Financial Aid ProgramJFSA’s
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This program has a 
profound impact on 
generations of Jewish 
Clevelanders. 

A recent recipient, Isa Wiegand, 

shared that this program has 

“allowed me to be able to attend my 

dream school and pursue my dream 

career. I am now a first-year medical 

student at the Ohio University 

Heritage College of Osteopathic 

Medicine at the Cleveland campus. I 

am honored for the chance to train to 

become a doctor and hopefully help 

many people in my upcoming years. 

Working with JFSA and the College 

Financial Aid Program taught me that 

it is OK to depend on your community. 

My hope is that I will be able to give back 

to my community in the future, as this 

community has given so much to me.”

Financial Aid Program (CFAP), as it is now known, provides need-based grants, 

interest-free loans, and scholarships to full-time Jewish students in Greater Cleveland. 

Providing college education fosters successful employment as a cornerstone of 

individual empowerment and family stability.

CFAP provides funds specifically to Jewish students after funds from all other 

sources, both public and private, have been obtained and also assists students in 

accessing those funds. Each year, JFSA’s staff reviews all applications to determine 

eligibility and ensures that all requirements are met. In partnership with a 

volunteer-led committee,  all eligible scholarship applications are reviewed and 

award recipients are selected. 

“College affordability is a national crisis,” said Cindy Bruml, chair of the CFAP. “At 

its heart, JFSA’s College Financial Aid Program’s mission is to reduce the burden 

of college debt and increase access to higher education. The program consists 

primarily of grants and scholarships through the generosity of endowments 

held at the Federation and from individual family donors, and most recently the 

Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Foundation and the David and Inez Myers 

Foundation. I feel privileged to be part of a dedicated committee of volunteers 

that reads through hundreds of applications annually to assist with this vital 

program.” 

The committee also functions to ensure a rigorous, fair process for selecting the 

candidates that receive named scholarship awards.

This essential program has touched the lives of countless Jews in Cleveland. 

Through the generosity of endowed funds, our community will continue to 

provide this support for students in need for another 120 years.

Core Program Eligibility Guidelines

• �High school senior, college undergraduate, or graduate student 

who identifies as Jewish

• �Full-time student

• �Attending an accredited 4-year college (no online programs)

• �Resident of Cuyahoga, Summit, Portage, Geauga, Medina, Lorain or 

Lake counties

• �Has applied to or exhaused other sources and still needs 

additional finances to complete education

• 2.5 GPA minimum
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Once back in Cleveland, 

Miriam worked for the U.S. 

Department of Labor. After 

getting married, she shifted to 

volunteer work. She was the 

president of AMIT women, 

started a Torah nursery in 

her basement, taught at 

Solomon Schechter (now Gross 

Schechter Day School), and 

held various other roles in the 

community. 

One of Miriam’s proudest and 

most significant contributions 

was establishing the Holocaust 

Survivor Support Services program at Jewish Family Service 

Association. This was one of the earliest programs established 

in the country, which was funded by the Conference on Jewish 

Material Claims Against Germany (the “Claims Conference”). 

She created Café Europa, also funded by the Claims Conference, 

a weekly gathering where local Cleveland Holocaust survivors 

can be together. Miriam also provided outreach to help 

survivors apply to receive reparations from the Claims 

Conference. 

Miriam has been a member of the Lion of Judah Society since 

2006, originally in Youngstown, Ohio. There were very few 

women, especially observant women, involved, and she 

saw it as a great way to meet people. She is inspired by 

being with her fellow Lions, learning from them, and 

hearing their stories. She wears her Lion Pin proudly in 

hopes of inspiring other women to join.

As a decades-long donor to the Federation’s Campaign 

for Jewish Needs, Miriam felt that it was the right 

time to endow her Lion of Judah gift. As one of the 88 

women who have made this commitment, she finds 

great joy in knowing that her gift will help support her 

beloved Jewish Cleveland community, Israel, and other 

Jewish people around the world, forever. 

Born and raised in Cleveland, Ohio, Miriam C. 

Katz inherited a tradition of caring for her 

community. Miriam recalls, “My parents were 

not wealthy. However, they always said that ‘it 

is more important to support people, even when 

we have very little.’” Miriam remembers how her 

mother used to give her a nickel every week to 

take to Hebrew school, and how the money that 

was collected was sent to children in the new State 

of Israel. Her parents taught her that she had an 

obligation, a mitzvah, to give to those in need.

Miriam’s family not only gave when they could, 

but they also actively participated in the Jewish 

community. Her maternal grandmother and 

mother were life members of Hadassah, and her 

paternal grandmother was one of the founders of AMIT 

(Mizrachi Women of America), and their engagement paved 

the way for Miriam to do so in her own life. Miriam is the 

fourth generation of her family giving back to the Cleveland 

community.

Miriam was just a young college graduate when the Six-Day 

War broke out. She was one of thousands of young Jewish 

people who went to Israel to help with the war effort and 

the aftermath. After four months of ulpan (Hebrew language 

immersion), Miriam was hired by the Israeli government to help 

people find jobs and applicable trainings. 

Miriam, Julius, Hannah, and David Katz

Miriam C. Katz with her late husband, Julius 
A. Katz

Miriam’s parents, Leonard 
and Adeline (Seltzer) Climo

Honoring a Tradition of Caring 
for Her Community:Miriam C. Katz



The Jewish Federation of Cleveland 
and Women IN Philanthropy would like 
to recognize the following women for 
perpetuating their annual campaign gifts by 
creating a Lion of Judah Endowment (LOJE). 

For more information about Lion of Judah Endowment Funds, please 
reach out to one of our Development Professionals on page 3. All 
inquiries are confidential. 

Terry Adelman

Karen B. Altschul

Nancy Wilkoff Bell

Loretta Borstein*  
in memory of  
Jerome Borstein

Beth Wain Brandon

Marilyn B. Cagin*

Florence Chelm*

Reneé Chelm

Nan Cohen

Gilda Eisenberg Cohen

Lois J. Davis

Marti Davis

Cindy Duber

Carol Franklin Feig*

Margaret Richards 
Frankel

Beatrice Franklin*

Jane L. Friedman

Mady Friedman

Peggy Garson

Norma C. Geller

Eleanor Gerson*

Holly B. Gertman*

Adrienne Goldberg

Toby Goldfinger*

Lois Goodman

Francine M. Gordon

Tamra F. Gould

Roe Green

Penny Greenberger

Erica Hartman-Horvitz

Anita Heller

Rebecca C. Heller

Michelle Hirsch

Ann Nickman Jacobson*

Suellen Kadis

Amy Reich Kaplan

Andrea Katz

Dorothy Soclof Katz

Miriam C. Katz 

Noreen Koppelman-
Goldstein

Jennifer Leigh Korach

Carol Lader

Fran Lasky

Sharon Effron Lebovitz

Berinthia R. LeVine

Sandra Lipman*

The Marianna Luxenberg*  
Lion of Judah Endowment 
in Memory of Herbert 
Luxenberg

Tamar Maltz

Cookie Marcus

Lois Marcus*

Shelley Milin Marcus

Bonnie Marks

Barbara J. Meckler

Hedy P. Milgrom

Anne Miller*

Wendi B. Pavlofsky

Shari S. Perlmuter

Cathy Randall 

Dafna (Laurel) Ronis*

9

Enid Baum Rosenberg

Barbara Rosskamm

Betty Rosskamm* 

Susan Rubin

Evie Safran

Carole Schonberg*

Eleanor Schwartz

Eileen W. Sill

Karen Lipman Steiger

Ronna Uhrman 

Peggy Gries Wager

Amy L. Wain

Nina Wain*

Lori Ellen Wald

Judith Weidenthal*

Penni Mandel Weinberg

Betty Weintraub*

Judith Weiss

Trudy Wiesenberger

Danielle Wild

Judy Klein Willensky

Elissa J. Wuliger

Sandra Wuliger

Dara G. Yanowitz

Donna Yanowitz

Paula Zeisler*

Ellen Potiker Zelman

Anonymous (2)

*of blessed memory

**as of October 1, 2024
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Anonymous (47)
Tom Isaac and Abby Goulder 

Abelson
Sheldon and Terry Adelman+
Hedy and David Adler+
Joanie and Tom Adler+
Norman Adler+
Cheryl and Vlad Agranovich+
Karen B. Altschul+
Nate Arnold
George and Roma Aronoff+
Mark and Dana Bander
Stephany and Jonathan Bass
Annie Belkin
Jules and Fran Belkin+
Nancy W. Bell
Allan Bellin
Linda Cortell Benjamin+
Rochie and Jordan Berkowitz
Dr. Brian and Nora Krasney 

Berman+
David Biegel and Ronna Kaplan
Jean Bloomfield+
Richard J. Bogomolny and 

Patricia M. Kozerefski+
Elaine Bolasny
Carole and Bart Bookatz*
Michael and Susan Borstein+
Steven and Donna Borstein+
Josh and Daniella Botnick
Beth Wain Brandon+
Dan & Robyn Brenner*
Barrett and Joyce A. Brown
Jessie Bruder and Aaron 

Tevlowitz
Jane C. Busch+
Lois L. Butler
Viki and Marc Byrnes+
Michael and Mimi Charnas
Reneé Chelm+
Shirley Chessin
Gilda Eisenberg Cohen+
Jennifer E. Cohen

Nan Cohen+
Victor Cohn+
Bonnie and Michael Cole
Lawrence and Lois Corman
Rand and Beth Curtiss
Bernice Sapirstein Davis+
Lois Joan Davis+
Marti Davis+
Ken and Linda Dery
Harriet J. & Paul S. Dennis* 
Reuven and Naomi Dessler
Nathalie Diener+
Mel and Wendy Dinner
Stephen S. Douglass and Amy J. 

Rothenfeld
Cindy and Michael Duber+
Bob and Darlene Duvin+
Budd and Judy Dworkin 
Sheila Eckstein
Larry Edelman
Carol K. Eisenberg
Robert Englander
Natalie Epstein+
Sherry Stein Epstein
Shulamith and Gerald Erenberg
Harriet and Alfred Fader 
Drs. Sharon and Bennett Fagin
Ralph Faigen
Paul and Barbara Feinberg
Feldman-Wehn Family+
Gloria Fine+
Courtney and Robert Fishman*
Joel and Ronna Fox
Margaret Richards Frankel
Mitch and Sue Frankel
Rina Frankel+
Earl R. and Barbara Corwin 

Franklin
Jonathan Freilich
Harvey A. and Harriet D. 

Freiman+
Ann G. Freimuth
Marc W. Freimuth

Jane Friedman+
Mady Friedman+
Susan L. Friedman
Brian K. Garson+
Ann and Scott Garson
John and Peggy Garson+
Joan Gelb+
Norma Geller+
Stuart A. Gertman+
Myrna and Warren Gill
Sheldon Gillinov
Merle and Myra Glick
Adrienne Metz Goldberg and 

Philip N. Goldberg+
Allan Goldner
Richard Goldsmith
Bruce H. Goodman
Judith Goodman+
Lois Goodman+
Susan and Bernard Goodman
Francine M. Gordon+
Jenny and David Gottesman
Tamra F. Gould+
Joan Goulder
Roe Green+
Penny Greenberger+
Sally Gries+
Andrea Kanter Grodin
Joan and Alan Gross
Shelley and Ronald Gross+
Charlotte and Armin 

Guggenheim
Samantha and Barry Guttman
Lisa Hacker
Richard L. & Wendy Halle+*
Bill Hartstein
Lynn and David Heiman+
Anita and William Heller+ 
Rebecca and J. David Heller+
Bruce Hennes
John E. and Laura P. Herman
Edith F. Hirsch
Michelle Hirsch+

Carol and Ken Hochman+
Amy and Stephen H. Hoffman+
Etty Hoffman
Andrew and Debbie Hoffmann
Richard Horvitz and Erica 

Hartman-Horvitz+
Susan and Robert Hurwitz+
Robert and Susan Immerman+
Lynda and Don Insul
Ronnen Isakov and Lara 

Danziger Isakov+
Sally Weinberg Isenstadt
Pamela Isquick
Orry and Sheila Jacobs+
Ari and Marlyn Jaffe
Barbara Bellin Janovitz
Suellen and Larry Kadis+
Etole Kahan+
Gloria D. Kahan
Joel Kaminsky+
Amy and Ira Kaplan+
Andrea Katz+
Dorothy Soclof Katz+
Miriam C. Katz+*
Roberta B. Katzman+ 
Judy Kaufman
Steven. S. Kaufman
Ita Klein
Terri and Stuart Kline+
Maxine Koblenz+
Nancy Kohn+
Lee Kohrman+
Sharon Koppelman
Noreen Koppelman-Goldstein+
Jennifer Leigh Korach+
Norma and Harvey Kotler
Roslyn Kowit+
Joan Krantz
Larry and Barbara Kronick
Dr. David M. Kushner and Rabbi 

Lucy Rebecca Kushner
Dr. Irving and Enid Kushner
Sanford Kutash
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Elayne and Robert Kwait
Marvin and Carol Lader+
Rachel and Justin Lappen
Fran Lasky+
Ellen and Jeffrey Leavitt
Sharon and Jamie Lebovitz+
Jonathan Leebow
Jane G. and Jordan R. Lefko
Elin Leonard
Rabbi Alan Lettofsky
Allison Levine
Berinthia R. and Mark J. LeVine 

M.D.+
Gregg Levine and Howard 

Epstein M.D.
Marcia Levine+
Nancy and Keith Libman+
William and Sandra Lieberman
Joseph Littman
Barry and Mary Livingston
Irwin Lowenstein
Lawrence Mack
Milton and Tamar Maltz+
Harriet Rosenberg Mann*
Cookie Marcus+
Greg and Shelley Milin Marcus+
Martin Marcus+
Paul and Leah Markowicz
Jim and Kathe Mayer+
Barbara Meckler+
Elaine and Beno Michel M.D.
Michael and Hedy Milgrom+
Barbara Rauch Miller
David P. Miller+
Jill Miller Zimon
Roy Minoff+
Stephen A. Monto+
Irv and Beryl Moore
Marguerite Morris
Paul and Sylvia Morrison
Nora Myers
Helen B. and David R. Nagusky+
Marjorie E. Newman+

Jonathon and Alix Nisenboum*
Iris November+
Anna A. Novik
Irving and Dr. Nancy Oleinick
David B. Orlean
Edith Merlin Paller
Rabbi Jeremy and Abbie Pappas
Bonnie Marks and Carol Paull+
Ervin and Wendi Pavlofsky+
Shari S. and Michael Perlmuter+
Kim Meisel Pesses and Paul 

Pesses+
Roland S. Philip M.D. and Linda 

M. Sandhaus M.D.
Florence K Z pollack
Julia and Larry Pollock+
Terry Pollack and Barbara Gross
Jill R. Pupa
Elisa and Howard Rabb
Heddy Rabe
Cathy Randall+
Burton Randell+
Hal and Cindy Reisenfeld+
Sylvia and Bob Reitman+
Sidney Rheuban
Sally Inglis Rich
Kathy Risman+
Roger and Lynn Ritvo
Carol Rivchun+
Beth and Brian Robbins
Rabbi Daniel Roberts
Enid and David Rosenberg+
Frank and Beth Rosenberg
Barbara S. Rosenthal
Barbara and Alan Rosskamm+
Margo Roth
Marcia Rothschild+
Patty Rubin
Susan Rubin+
Peter and Aliki Rzepka+
Mark J. Sack
Sheri and Kenneth Sacks+
Evie Safran+

Mary and Joseph Sanders
Donald Sayre and Nancy R. 

Wurzel+
Elliott and Gail Schlang
Kyla and Mitchell Schneider+
Dr. Linda Schoenberg
Diane and Harvey Scholnick+ 
Barbara Schreibman 
Carol and Lawrence 

Schreibman+
Eleanor Schwartz+
Sally and Larry Sears+
Bob and Anita Seidemann
Jane and Lee G. Seidman+
Jessica and Alan Semel
Amy Sheon and Marvin Krislov
Bradley and Elisabeth Sherman+
Charna E. Sherman
Michael and Anita Siegal+
Harvey and Adrienne Siegel
Eileen Sill+
Dan K. Silverberg
Alan Silverman
Drs. Daniel Simon and Marcy 

Schwartz
Harriet Simon
The Simon Family Foundation+
Steven and Michal Soclof+
Judy Solganik
Nat Spaeth
Sydelle Spero
Barbara Spevack+
Karen Lipman Steiger and Daniel 

Steiger+
Lenny Steiger
Terri and Howard Steindler
Lorelei Stein-Sapir
Will Sukenik+
Ellen Ticktin
Karen Tucker and Greg Malkin
Reneé Ruiz Tyler 
Ronna Uhrman+
Seth Uhrman

Lori Schor Ulanow 
Michele Ungar
Dolores Urdang
Kathy Urdang Mulcahy
Jay Wachs
Peggy Gries Wager+
Amy L. Wain+
Lori Ellen Wald+
Ruth Warner
Neil Waxman+ 
Muriel Weber
Daniel Weidenthal+
Steve and Penni Weinberg+
Gail and Ed Weintraub+
Judith Weiss+
Stanley E. and Sally H. 

Wertheim+
Marcia J. Wexberg
Steven and Trudy Wiesenberger+
Danielle and Jeffrey Wild+
Steven and Judy Willensky+
Carol F. and Michael L. Wolf
Clifford and Linda Wolf
Idelle Wolf+
Anne Marie and Renny Wolfson+
Elissa Wuliger+
Sandra and Timothy F. Wuliger+
Dara and Alan Yanowitz+
Donna Yanowitz+
Jerry Zahler+
Dan and Ellen Zelman+
Ruth Zilber+
 

*New member since December 
2023 

+Member of Endowment Book  
of Life 

We regret the omission of any 
names.

We thank and honor our living Legacy Society members who are creating their Jewish legacies by 
supporting the Federation’s endowments now or through their estate plans. With your foresight, 
our traditions will remain bright for generations to come.
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L ’dor V ’dor
FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION

The Jewish Federation of Cleveland has 

provided me tremendous opportunities 

to see firsthand the work our Federation 

does every day for our local community, 

in Israel, and around the world. These 

experiences are a part of why I chose to add 

my name to the Federation’s Endowment 

Book of Life. As a member, and later 

as chair, of the Federation’s Overseas 

Connections Committee, I was fortunate 

to see the renewal of the St. Petersburg 

Jewish community and the construction 

of the YESOD building. In Israel, we 

strengthened our ties to Beit Shean and 

helped underserved segments of Israeli 

society. There is no better way to perpetuate 

your legacy than a contribution to the 

Federation’s Book of Life, and I’m blessed to 

have that opportunity.

Larry Kadis

The Endowment Book of Life is a collection of 
personal statements written by donors who have 
made commitments of $100,000 or more to the 
Federation’s Endowment funds. Donors are given 
the opportunity to sign their statements at a 
special dinner with their families preceding the 
Legacy Society event.



When I was a child, my mother used to give me a 

nickel every week to take to Hebrew school. The nickel 

was for the tzedakah box, and the funds were sent 

to children in the new State of Israel. My parents 

taught us that we had an obligation, a mitzvah, to 

give to those in need. That was the law prescribed in 

the Torah. When I joined Jewish Federation’s Lion of 

Judah Society in 2006, I was delighted to be part of 

an organization whose mission was to raise funds for 

Jewish people everywhere. It has been rewarding to 

be a part of Lion of Judah and to be able to give an 

endowment to such a worthy cause.

 Miriam C. Katz

We are so grateful to continue our family legacy by supporting the 

Jewish community of Cleveland in creating the Richard & Wendy 

Halle Endowment Fund. The generations who came before us set 

the example of supporting the Cleveland Jewish community since 

the 1800s, and over time have supported numerous organizations 

including Bellefaire JCB, the National Council of Jewish Women, 

and Jewish Family Service Association. We feel fortunate to be 

able to continue this long legacy of helping people in need and 

strengthening families. We make this gift in honor of our parents, 

James and Marion Halle, and all those who came before us.

Wendy & Richard L. Halle
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The Endowment Book of Life is on permanent display at the Federation’s Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Building.

Our legacy gift to the Jewish Federation of Cleveland 

perpetuates our commitment to the Jewish communities in 

Cleveland, Israel, and around the world. We have been blessed 

to live in this extraordinary Jewish community that has 

facilitated a deeply textured, multidimensional  Jewish life for 

our family. As our parents and grandparents before us, we have 

raised our children with a dedication to Torah-based Jewish 

values and traditions including tzedakah and love for the Land 

of Israel and the Jewish people. 

 Michal & Steven Soclof
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(YLD). From that meeting, he became more 

involved in YLD and joined LEADS (a program 

that introduces young professionals to the 

work of the Jewish Federation and the greater 

community). This inspired him to become 

further engaged, and he joined the YLD board. 

Being Jewish is important to both Jono and 

his wife, Alix, especially since becoming 

parents. They want their two young children 

to grow up with pride in their Jewish heritage 

and to understand what being Jewish means. 

It is vital to them that their children have 

a close connection with Cleveland’s Jewish 

community, and they feel lucky that Cleveland 

offers so many options to engage in Jewish 

life and learning, including many Jewish day 

schools.

As the grandson of a Holocaust survivor, Jono 

grew up with pride in being Jewish and a 

As he grew up in the Cleveland area and attended the 

Joseph and Florence Mandel Jewish Day School (formerly 

known as Agnon), the concept of tzedakah was instilled in 

Jonathon (Jono) Nisenboum’s day-to-day life by his family 

and broader Jewish community. Jono recalls how his parents 

emphasized the gift of giving and the importance of giving back 

to the community. At the time, he did not realize how blessed he 

was to be surrounded by such a strong and welcoming Jewish 

community.

In college, Jono started volunteering and joined a business 

fraternity and an accounting fraternity, which further fueled 

his commitment to helping others and giving back. When he 

was 22, Jono had not yet visited Israel and was eager to make 

the trip. Jono reflects that “traveling to Israel in 2019 was one 

of the most meaningful and impactful experiences of my life.” 

After the trip, he reached out to his friends who connected him 

to the director of the Federation’s Young Leadership Division Jono and his grandmother, Goldie

from Generation 
to Generation

Jono and Alix with their daugher, Quinn

Leadership

“Traveling to Israel in 2019 was one of 
the most meaningful and impactful 

experiences of my life.”
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Jono & Alix Nisenboum

Big sister Quinn with little brother, Spencer

YLD is the home for Cleveland’s 

vibrant, diverse, and welcoming 

Jewish community.  It provides 

a place for young adults ages 22-

45 to meet and network through 

social, volunteer, leadership, and 

philanthropic activities.  YLD’s 

flagship annual events include YLD 

Big Event: an unforgettable night 

of community and philanthropy, 

Summer Soirée: summer kick-off 

celebration where YLDers reunite 

with old friends and make new ones, 

and Newish and Jewish: a celebration 

to bring together people who are new 

to the Cleveland Jewish community 

in a variety of ways.  YLD also offers 

leadership opportunities including: 

the LEADS Program, joining a YLD 

committee, joining the YLD Board 

and the National Young Leadership 

Cabinet.

Opportunities for Engagement 

Include:

• The Big Event

• Summer Soirée

• Hands-on Volunteering

• Mission Trips to Israel

Please reach out or scan the QR code 

below to learn more!

deep understanding of the profound responsibility to build a resilient and 

vibrant Jewish community. His grandmother was only 13 years old when the 

Holocaust began. She and five of her siblings survived, finding each other in 

Germany after the war. She also met her husband in Germany, and their first 

son was born there before the family moved to Lorain, Ohio. 

For Jono and Alix, the October 7 attacks on Israel played a big role in their 

decision to leave a legacy gift to the Federation. Seeing how the community 

rallied together in the past year reinforced how lucky they feel to be in 

Jewish Cleveland. 

“We love Cleveland, and we love that Cleveland is a place Jews can feel safe 

and comfortable with their kids being Jewish,” Jono said. “We want Cleveland 

to be strong forever, especially after we are gone.” 

They hope their gift will inspire other young leaders to leave their own legacy 

gift to ensure a vibrant Jewish future in Cleveland for generations to come. 

“We love Cleveland, and we love that Cleveland is a place 
Jews can feel safe and comfortable with their kids being 

Jewish,” Jono said. “We want Cleveland to be strong 
forever, especially after we are gone.”

Jewish Federation 
of Cleveland’s Young 
Leadership Division  
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Donor Advised Funds
Create an endowment fund with a current or 

testamentary grant recommendation.

IRA Qualified Charitable 
Distribution

Use your required minimum distribution to create an 
endowment fund that you can add to each year.

Jewish Cleveland has an extraordinary 
philanthropic history. We are fortunate that 
those who came before us had the foresight, 
imagination, and wisdom to create the 
infrastructure supporting our ability to live full 
Jewish lives today.

You can create a legacy in many ways. Here are just 
a few to consider now or in the future to support the 
Federation and/or our beneficiary agencies.

How to
JOIN

Gift in Your Will
Leave a charitable bequest in your will or trust – either 

a percentage of your estate or a specific amount.
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Life Insurance
Give an existing policy that you no longer need 

or give a newly created policy.

Retirement Assets 
Designate the Federation, or any agency, a full or 

partial beneficiary of your retirement plan.

Gift of Assets 
Make a non-cash gift, such as appreciated securities, 

real estate, collectibles, or business interests.

Life Income 
Set up a Charitable Gift Annuity to support the 
Jewish community while providing consistent 

income for the rest of your life.

All of us –  
regardless of age or 

wealth – have the ability 
to leave a meaningful 

legacy. We hope you will 
join us in creating yours 

today.
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In July 2024, the Jewish Federation of Cleveland hosted a special 

event to recognize our Legacy Society’s contribution to our 

community’s future. The evening featured President Erika B. 

Rudin-Luria and President Emeritus Stephen H. Hoffman in a 

conversation reflecting on the Federation’s 120 years of being 

HERE FOR GOOD. Their remarks highlighted how Jewish 

Cleveland’s philanthropic leaders work together to make 

meaningful, lasting change here at home, in Israel, and around 

the world. Welcoming remarks were delivered by Shari and 

Michael Perlmuter. 

Members of our Legacy Society are the lifeline of our 

community – because of their generosity we are able to take care 

of our Jewish and general community, today and in the future.

Thank you to our Legacy Society.

A Special Evening  
			            of Gratitude

Noreen Koppelman-Goldstein and Barry D. Goloboff

A Legacy Society  
Thank You Event

Erika B. Rudin-Luria and Stephen H. Hoffman

Amy Hoffman, Sandra and William Lieberman

Jessica Semel and Nancy W. Bell
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Shari and Michael Perlmuter

Judy and Steven Willensky

Danielle and Jeff Wild, Michal and Steven Soclof

Penny Greenberger with her mother, Eleanor Schwartz, and Shari Perlmuter with 
her mother, Eileen Sill

Terri and Stuart Kline



Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Building
25701 Science Park Drive
Cleveland, Ohio 44122-7302

The Jewish Federation of Cleveland (license # CH22328) is registered to solicit charitable donations within Florida and provides disclosure as required by Chapter 
496 of the Florida Solicitation of Contributions Act as follows: “A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED 
FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE (800-435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE OR BY VISITING WWW.800HELPFLA.COM. 
REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.”

There are many ways to endow your gift, either during your lifetime 
or through testamentary instructions. To learn more, please contact one of 
our Development Professionals on page 3.
This material is presented for informative purposes only and should not be construed as 
legal, tax, or financial advice. When considering gift planning strategies and year-end gift 
opportunities you should always consult with your legal, tax, or financial advisors.

Make your gift to the Campaign for Jewish Needs  
last forever with an endowment.
Now more than ever, it is time to safeguard the future of our Jewish 
community. By making your Campaign gift permanent, you:

• �Ensure that Jewish Cleveland will grow and thrive for  
generations to come

• �Provide an enduring and stable source of funding to meet the  
vital needs of our community in times of crisis and calm

• Become a member of the Legacy Society

Your gift may be eligible for a charitable tax deduction.

LEGACY SOCIETY


